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We are thrilled to share with you this fantastic hand-picked selection of fiction, non-fiction, children’s and gift titles coming 
out this Autumn. As an independent bookseller, we are motivated by a love of books and reading and we are proud of our 
great range, personalised service and loyal customers. If you don’t find what you are looking for on these pages, we’d be 
happy to help you find an alternative or place a special order. HAPPY READING!

WELCOME TO OUR READING GUIDE

CURIOSITIES AND 
SPLENDOR
Lonely Planet
Hardback RRP $29.99
A beautifully presented 
compilation of about 30 
famous travel writings 
from great authors and 
adventurers, including Mark 
Twain, Edith Wharton, 
Captain Cook and Charles 

Darwin. Each piece is introduced by editor Mark 
Mackenzie, and provides an insightful look into the 
past and how countries and travel have changed.

THE THINKING 
WOMAN
Julienne Van Loon
Paperback RRP $34.99
One of the age-old 
questions of philosophy 
is what does it mean to 
live a good life? In this 
extraordinary book, readers 
are introduced to six 
extraordinary women— 

Rosi Braidotti, Nancy Holmstrom, Siri Hustvedt, 
Laura Kipnis, Julia Kristeva and Marina Warner 
—discussing their ideas on love, play, fear, work, 
wonder and friendship.

THE AUNTS' HOUSE
Elizabeth Stead
Paperback RRP $29.95
Recently orphaned, Angel 
Martin moves into a 
boarding house populated 
by an assortment of 
eccentric and colourful 
characters. She is 
determined to forge a 
sense of belonging despite 

rejection from her two maiden aunts. Her Sunday 
visits to the aunts’ house by the Bay expand her 
world in ways she couldn’t have imagined.

SEE YOU IN THE 
PIAZZA
Frances Mayes
Paperback RRP $34.99
Bestselling author Frances 
Mayes introduces us to the 
Italy only the locals know, 
as she and her husband eat 
and drink their way through 
fifteen regions – from Friuli 
to Sardinia. Along the way, 

she seeks out cultural and historic gems not found 
in traditional guidebooks and discloses the secrets 
that only someone who is on intimate 
terms with a place could find.

CITY OF TREES: 
ESSAYS ON LIFE, 
DEATH AND THE 
NEED FOR A FOREST
Sophie Cunningham
Hardback RRP $24.99
City of Trees is a powerful 
collection of nature, travel 
and memoir writing set 
in the context of global 
climate change. It meanders 

through, circles around and sometimes faces head 
on the most pressing issues of the day. It never loses 
sight of the trees.

OUTSIDE 
LOOKING IN
T. C. Boyle
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Harvard in the early 1960s; 
Fitzhugh and wife Joanie are 
both diligently supporting 
their son, when they are 
seduced by the nascent drug 

culture surrounding LSD. Their nights on LSD prove 
so revelatory, so earth-shattering – that Fitzhugh 
and Joanie are soon captive to the whims of the 
charismatic Dr Tim. Brilliantly strange new novel from 
the mind of ‘one of the most inventive, adventurous 
and accomplished fiction writers’ (Lionel Shriver)

NORA HEYSEN: 
A PORTRAIT
Anne-Louise 
Willoughby
Paperback RRP $34.00
Nora Heysen was the first 
woman to win the Archibald 
Prize and life was defined 
by an all-consuming drive 
to draw and paint. In 
1989, Nora re-emerged 

on the Australian art scene as the nation's major 
art institutions restored her position after years of 
artistic obscurity.

BAREFOOT IN THE 
BINDIS
Angela Wales
Paperback RRP $29.99
Filled with drama, hilarity 
and back-breaking toil, 
Barefoot in the Bindis is 
a charming memoir about 
a childhood spent in the 
bush. In extraordinarily vivid 
prose author Angela 

Wales paints a sensational picture of Australia 
past and captures the unique charms of 
country life.

Celebrating ninety years of 
great writing from Faber & Faber
Faber Stories, a landmark series of gem-
like individual volumes, presents masters 
of the short-story form at work in a range 
of genres and styles. Stories from great 
writers like Sally Rooney, P.D. James, 
Sylvia Plath, Kazuo Ishiguro, Alan Bennett 
and more.

Win a Set of 20 Faber Stories

For your chance to win the full set of 20 Faber Stories worth over $150, simply purchase a book from this catalogue at your local independent bookstore and tell us what you love 
most about reading short stories. Go to the competition page at www.indies.com.au to view full terms and conditions and enter your details. Competition closes 31 May 2019.

INVENTED LIVES
Andrea Goldsmith
Paperback RRP $32.99
Twenty-four-year-old book 
illustrator Galina Kogan 
leaves Leningrad in the 
mid-1980s — forbidden 
ever to return. Once settled 
in Melbourne, Galina is 
befriended by the Morrow 
family. While Galina 

grapples with the tumultuous demands that come 
with being an immigrant, her presence disrupts the 
lives of each of the Morrows.

VALUED OVER $150

ALL PRICED AT $7.99 EACH



GREAT GIFT IDEAS
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EXPLODED VIEW
Carrie Tiffany
Hardback RRP $29.99
A dangerous man moves 
in with a mother and her 
two adolescent children 
where he runs an unlicensed 
mechanic's workshop at 
the back of their property. 
The girl resists the man with 
silence and sabotage.  

Set at the close of the 1970s and traversing 
thousands of kilometres of inland roads, Exploded 
View is a revelatory interrogation of Australian girlhood 
from Stella Prize-winning author Carrie Tiffany. 

THE STRAWBERRY 
THIEF
Joanne Harris
Paperback RRP $32.99
Vianne Rocher has settled 
down. Lansquenet-sous-
Tannes, the place that once 
rejected her, has finally 
become her home. But 
when old Narcisse, the 
florist, dies, the life of the 

sleepy village is once more thrown into disarray.  
The compelling new novel from the author of the 
bestselling Chocolat.

THE BOOK OF 
DREAMS
Nina George
Paperback RRP $29.99
From the internationally 
bestselling author of 
The Little Paris Bookshop 
comes a heartbreakingly 
moving and unforgettable 
story about what love 
means: the exquisite 
stirrings of first love, the love 
between fathers and sons, 

friendship and family, life, death - and making peace 
with the past in order to find a future. Exclusive 
Offer: Purchase a copy of The Book of Dreams 
and receive FREE Gift Wrap. *While stocks last.

THE FRENCH 
PHOTOGRAPHER
Natasha Lester
Paperback RRP $29.99
Crossing a war-torn Europe 
from Italy to France, The 
French Photographer is a 
story of courage, family and 
forgiveness inspired by the 
incredible true story of Lee 
Miller, Vogue model turned 

one of the first female war photojournalists. 
The new novel by the bestselling author of 
The Paris Seasmstress.

THE HOLLOW BONES
Leah Kaminsky
Paperback RRP $32.99
In Berlin, 1936, a young, 
ambitious zoologist leads 
a group of SS scientists 
to the frozen mountains of 
Tibet. Their secret mission: 
to search for the origins of 
the Aryan race. A lyrical 
and poignant cautionary 

tale, this novel brings to life one of the 
Nazi regime's little-known villains.

ROOM FOR A 
STRANGER
Melanie Cheng
Paperback
RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
A moving portrait of an 
improbable friendship 
and multicultural 
Australia, from the 
winner of the 2018 
Victorian Premier's 

Literary Award for Fiction. Since her sister died, 
Meg has been on her own. After her house is 
broken into by a knife-wielding intruder, she 
decides it might be good to have some company 
after all. 
Andy's father has lost his job, and his parents' 
savings are barely enough to cover tuition. If he 
wants to graduate, he'll have to give up his student 
flat and find a homeshare. Living with an elderly 
Australian woman is harder than he'd expected, 
though, and soon he's struggling with more 
than his studies. 

THE SCHOLAR
Dervla McTiernan
Paperback RRP 
$32.99
Hailed by readers 
and critics as even 
more gripping than 
her bestselling debut, 
The Ruin, The Scholar 
cements Dervla 
McTiernan’s place 
among the top tier 
of must-read crime 

writers. Intricate and satisfying plotting combine 
with a vividly real cast of characters. After detective 
Cormac Reilly’s partner Emma discovers a body 
on the street outside her research lab, it starts to 
look like she may be more closely connected to the 
murder than being a witness. Could she 
be a suspect?

THE DOLL FACTORY
Elizabeth Macneal
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
The Great Exhibition is being 
erected in Hyde Park and 
among the crowd watching 
the spectacle two people 
meet. For Iris, it is the 
encounter of a moment - 

forgotten seconds later, but for Silas, a collector 
entranced by the strange and beautiful, that 
meeting marks a new beginning. An intoxicating 
story of art, obsession and possession.

ISLANDS
Peggy Frew
Paperback RRP 
$29.99
A stunning literary novel 
from the author of the 
Stella Prize shortlisted 
Hope Farm. 
Helen and John are 
too preoccupied with 
making a mess of their 
marriage to notice the 
quiet ways in which 

their daughters are suffering. Junie grows up brittle 
and defensive, Anna difficult and rebellious.  
When fifteen-year-old Anna fails to come home one 
night, her mother's not too worried; Anna's taken 
off before but always returned. Helen waits three 
days to report her disappearance.  
But this time Anna doesn't come back ...

CAPE MAY
Chip Cheek
Paperback RRP $32.99
SEPTEMBER 1957: 
Henry and Effie arrive 
in Cape May for their 
honeymoon, quickly 
realising that married life 
is disappointingly different 
from their fantasies. But 
just as they get ready to 

cut the trip short, a decadent and glamorous set 
suddenly sweep them up into their drama. 
The Great Gatsby meets On Chesil Beach in this 
dark and sexy debut novel about marriage, love 
and betrayal.

THE DEPARTMENT OF 
SENSITIVE CRIMES: 
A DETECTIVE VARG 
NOVEL
Alexander McCall Smith
Paperback RRP $29.99
There is nothing noir about 
the world of Ulf Varg, a 
detective in the Sensitive 
Crimes Department in the 
Swedish city of Malmo. 

The Department of Sensitive Crimes introduces us 
to the world of this typically Scandinavian character 
and his friends and colleagues. 
Further adventures are planned.
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LANNY
Max Porter
Hardback RRP $27.99
A devastating story 
told with the anarchy, 
the humour and the 
enchantment Max Porter's 
readers will recognise from 
Grief Is the Thing with 
Feathers.

THE SEVEN OR 
EIGHT DEATHS OF 
STELLA FORTUNA
Juliet Grames
Paperback RRP $32.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
A family saga, a ghost 
story, and a coming-of-
cranky-old-age tale, The 
Seven or Eight Deaths of 

Stella Fortuna lays bare the costs of migration and 
patriarchal values, but also of the love and devotion 
that can sustain a family through generations, in a 
sprawling saga of a young woman with a fire inside 
her which cannot be put out.

MACHINES 
LIKE ME
Ian McEwan
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
This audacious new 
novel occurs in an 
alternative 1980s 
London - Britain has 
lost the Falklands 
war, Margaret 
Thatcher battles 
for power and Alan 
Turing achieves a 

breakthrough in artificial intelligence.  
Charlie, drifting through life, is in love with Miranda, 
a bright student who lives with a terrible secret. 
When Charlie comes into money, he buys Adam, 
one of the first batch of synthetic humans. 
This near-perfect human is beautiful, strong and 
clever. A love triangle soon forms and 
these three beings will confront a 
profound moral dilemma. 

THE FLATSHARE
Beth O'Leary
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Tiffy and Leon share a flat 
Tiffy and Leon share a bed 
Tiffy and Leon have never 
met... 
With obsessive ex-
boyfriends, wrongly-

imprisoned brothers and, of course, the fact that 
they still haven't met yet, Tiffy and Leon are about 
to discover that if you want the perfect home you 
need to throw the rulebook out the window...

MEMORIES OF 
THE FUTURE
Siri Hustvedt
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
Hungry for all New 
York has to offer, 
twenty-three-year-
old S.H. embarks on 
a year that proves 
both exhilarating and 
frightening. Forty 
years on, measuring 
what she remembers 

against what she wrote, S.H. regards her younger 
self with curiosity and often amusement. Anger 
too, for how much has really changed in a world 
where the female presidential candidate is called 
an abomination?

WAKENHYRST
Michelle Paver
Paperback RRP $32.99
A masterwork in the 
modern gothic tradition.
Maud is a lonely child 
ruled by her repressive 
father. When he finds a 
painted medieval devil in 
a graveyard, unhallowed 
forces are awakened. Maud 

must survive a world haunted by witchcraft and the 
even more nightmarish demons of her father's past.

THE FARM
Joanne Ramos
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Businesswoman Mae Yu 
runs Golden Oaks – a 
luxury retreat transforming 
the fertility economy – 
where women get the very 
best of everything, as long 

as they play by the rules. 
Jane is a young immigrant in search of a better 
future. Stuck living in a cramped dorm with her 
daughter and shrewd aunt Ate, she sees an 
unmissable opportunity to change her life. But at 
what cost?

THE SNAKES
Sadie Jones
Paperback RRP $32.99
Driving through France, 
recently married Bea and 
Dan visit Bea's brother 
Alex at the hotel he runs 
in Burgundy. Disturbingly, 
they find him all alone 
and the ramshackle hotel 
deserted, apart from the 

nest of snakes in the attic. After Alex and Bea's 
parents make a surprise visit, tragedy strikes, and 
in its aftermath the family is stripped back to its 
rotten core.

THE PARISIAN
Isabella Hammad
Paperback RRP $32.99
As the First World War 
shatters families and 
destroys friendships, a 
young Palestinian dreamer 
picks his way across a 
fractured world, from the 
shifting politics of the 
Middle East to a newly 

tumultuous Paris. He discovers that everything is 
fragile and everyone is looking for a place to belong.

A BOY AND HIS DOG 
AT THE END OF THE 
WORLD
C. A. Fletcher
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
The Boy and his Dog at 
the End of the World is the 
most moving story you'll 
read this year. Reminiscent 

of The Girl with all the Gifts and Station Eleven 
- Griz's tale mixes sadness and hope in one 
unforgettable character's quest amid the ruins of 
our fragile civilisation.

THE BORDER
Don Winslow
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
An epic, brutal 
examination of 
modern America’s 
war on drugs. 
Fiercely political and 
utterly compelling, 
The Border grabs 
you by the throat 
and doesn’t let 
go. As Publishers 

Weekly says, ‘With an almost Shakespearean 
grasp of human nature, Winslow takes readers on 
an unforgettable journey.’ A timely, unapologetic, 
must-read novel.
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THE TIME IS NOW, 
MONICA SPARROW
Matt Howard
Paperback RRP $29.99
Cast adrift by loss, Monica 
Sparrow is marooned in her 
semi in Neasden, home 
stuffed with nothing she 
needs. While it's too late 
for her family to be as they 
were, can Monica fashion 

an entirely new one. Four isolated people. Thrown 
together by family and circumstance. A humorous 
and heart warming story of second chances and 
new beginnings.

DAUGHTER OF 
BAD TIMES
Rohan Wilson
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
'What better pitch than 
helping the refugees of the 
world? Who doesn't want 
to help refugees, right? 
The five Australian facilities 

are immigration detention centres, sure, but they're 
also manufacturing plants. Two revenue streams for 
one facility'. In its vision of the future, Daughter of 
Bad Times explores the truth about a growing 
inhumanity as profit becomes the priority.

BODIES OF MEN
Nigel Featherstone
Paperback RRP $32.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Egypt, 1941. Only hours 
after disembarking in 
Alexandria, William Marsh, 
an Australian corporal, is 
caught in a stoush with the 
Italian enemy. He is saved 

by James Kelly, a childhood friend and AWOL 
soldier, the last person he expected to see.  
A beautifully evocative tale of two men whose lives 
are brought together in tragedy - for lovers of books 
by Kevin Powers and Sebastian Barry.

THE GLAD SHOUT
Alice Robinson
Hardback RRP $32.99
After the success of 
her debut Anchor Point, 
longlisted for the Stella 
Prize and the Indie 
Book Awards, Alice 
Robinson returns with an 
extraordinary narrative 

about love and loss. Framed around a natural 
disaster, this is a deeply moving homage to 
motherhood and the struggles faced by women in 
difficult times.

THE RIP
Mark Brandi
Paperback 
RRP $29.99
A young woman 
living on the street 
has to keep her wits 
about her. But when 
the drugs kick in that 
can be hard. 
Anton has been 
looking out for her. 
But then Steve came 
along. He had a 

flat they could crash in. And gear in his pocket. 
A good hit makes everything all right. But the flat 
smells weird. There's a lock on Steve's bedroom 
door. And the guy is intense. 
The new novel from the critically acclaimed 
bestselling author of Wimmera.

THE VAN APFEL 
GIRLS ARE 
GONE
Felicity McLean
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
Part mystery, part 
coming of age story, 
The Van Apfel Girls 
are Gone is set in 
a distant suburb on 
the encroaching 
bushland, over the 
long hot summer of 

1992. It's the summer of the school's Showstopper 
concert. The summer Tikka never forgot. 
The summer the Van Apfel sisters disappeared. 
Blackly comic, sharply observed and 
wonderfully endearing.

STAR-CROSSED
Minnie Darke
Paperback RRP $32.99
In this sparkling romantic 
comedy, a young 
journalist tampers with her 
magazine's horoscopes 
to win her friend's heart 
- and sets in motion an 
unpredictable and often 
hilarious ripple effect. It's 

Marian Keyes meets Love Actually in this funny, 
super-smart, feel-good novel of the year!

THE PLACE ON 
DALHOUSIE
Melina Marchetta
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
From the bestselling 
author of Looking 
for Alibrandi comes 
this perfectly crafted 
novel about families, 
relationships and 
the true nature of 
belonging 
Rosie Gennaro 

returns to the house on Dalhousie that her father, 
Seb, painstakingly rebuilt for his family but never 
saw completed. Living there is Martha, whom Seb 
married less than a year after the death of Rosie's 
mother. And so begins a stand-off between two 
women who refuse to move out of the 
home they both lay claim to.

HARE'S FUR
Trevor Shearston
Paperback RRP $27.99
Russell Bass is a potter 
living a mostly solitary on 
the edge of Katoomba 
in the Blue Mountains. 
One autumn morning, his 
hike leads him to a cave 
where three siblings are 
camped out, hiding from 

social services and the police. Russell slowly gains 
their trust, and, little by little, this unlikely group of 
outsiders begin to form a fragile bond.

THE SHINING WALL
Melissa Ferguson
Paperback RRP $29.99
In a ruined world where 
wealthy humans push 
health and longevity to 
extremes and surround 
themselves with a shining 
metal wall, two orphaned 
sisters fight for survival on 
the outside. The Shining 

Wall is a frightening parable of our unjust world of 
haves and have nots, a richly imagined yet thrilling 
paean to female friendship and power. 

THE ARTIST'S 
PORTRAIT
Julie Keys
Paperback RRP $32.99 
Whatever it was that drew 
me to Muriel, it wasn't her 
charm. Jane's neighbour, 
Muriel, claims to be an artist 
from Sydney's bohemian 
1920s. Contemporary 
critics argue that legend, 

not ability, secured Muriel's position in history. 
They also claim that Muriel Kemp died in 1936. 
Murderer, narcissist, sexual deviant or artistic 
genius and a woman before her time: Who is 
Muriel Kemp?
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RIVER OF SALT
Dave Warner
Paperback RRP $29.99
In 1963, former hitman 
Blake Saunders flees the 
Philadelphia Mob for a 
quieter existence in a tiny 
coastal Australian town. 
But when a young woman's 
body is found and Blake's 
friend is arrested for her 

murder, it becomes clear that it is up to 
Blake to protect his corner of paradise. 

METROPOLIS
Philip Kerr
Paperback RRP $32.99
Berlin detective Bernie 
Gunther bows out at 
last in the 14th and 
final instalment of this 
internationally bestselling 
and award-winning series 
featuring 'one of the 
greatest anti-heroes ever 

written'. With an introduction by Ian Rankin.

WHY YOUNG MEN
Jamil Jivani
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Jivani Jamil was raised 
in a mostly immigrant 
community in Toronto; and 
has watched young men's 
futures be influenced by 
gangster culture or radical 

ideologies associated with Islam. Why Young Men 
argues for a sea of change in the way we look at 
young men and how they see themselves.

STOP BEING 
REASONABLE
Eleanor Gordon-Smith
Paperback RRP $27.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
What if you’re not who 
you think you are? What if 
you don’t really know the 
people closest to you? 
And what if your most 

deeply-held beliefs turn out to be…wrong? 
Eleanor Gordon-Smith tells gripping true 
stories that show the limits of human reason in 
an illuminating exploration of the place where 
philosophy and real life meet.

UNTO US A 
SON IS GIVEN
Donna Leon
Paperback RRP $29.99
In the twenty-eighth novel 
in Donna Leon's bestselling 
crime series, Commissario 
Guido Brunetti agrees to 
investigate the wish of 
the elderly and childless 
Gonzalo, to adopt a younger 

man as his son. When Gonzalo unexpectedly passes 
away Brunetti is drawn into long-buried secrets from 
Gonzalo's past.

FROM SECRET 
BALLOT TO 
DEMOCRACY 
SAUSAGE: 
HOW AUSTRALIA GOT 
COMPULSORY VOTING
Judith Brett
Paperback RRP $29.99
It's compulsory to vote in 
Australia. We are one of a 
handful of countries in the 

world that enforce this rule at election time. But how 
did this come to be? When and why did we begin 
making Australians vote? What effect has it had 
on our political parties, our voting systems, and our 
participation in elections?

GROWING UP 
AFRICAN IN 
AUSTRALIA
Maxine Beneba Clarke
Paperback RRP $29.99
Growing Up African is a 
collection that examines what 
it is like to grow up African 
in Australia and defies, 
questions and sheds light on 
the many stereotypes that 

exist about our nation's vibrant African community. 
Accounts from well-known authors and high-profile 
cultural and sporting identities sit alongside newly 
discovered voices, with experiences spanning 
regions, cities and generations.

AUSTRALIA DAY
Stan Grant
Paperback 
RRP $34.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
‘As uncomfortable 
as it is, we need to 
reckon with our history. 
On January 26, no 
Australian can really 
look away.’ Australia 
Day is Stan Grant’s 

long-awaited follow-up to his critically acclaimed, 
Walkley Award-winning, bestselling memoir Talking 
to My Country. A sad, wise, beautiful, reflective and 
troubled book, Australia Day asks the questions 
that have to be asked, that no else seems to be 
asking. Who are we? What is our country? 
How do we move forward from here?

EIGHT LIVES
Susan Hurley
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
A smart, sophisticated 
debut thriller inspired by 
real events. When rising 
star scientist Dr David 
Tran dies in suspicious 
circumstances, his 
family, friends and 
colleagues are left to 
unravel the mystery. 

Through their stories, author and scientist Susan 
Hurley's simmering drama unveils the inner 
workings of the pharmaceutical industry, a world 
that affects everyone but is known by few. Tense 
and intriguing, Eight Lives puts power and 
privilege under the microscope, building to a 
climax that nobody will see coming.

THE LOST NIGHT
Andrea Bartz
Paperback RRP $29.99
That feeling of dread when 
you can't remember what 
you did last night is taken 
a terrifying step further in 
this addictive thriller with a 
twist - for readers of Paula 
Hawkins and Gillian Flynn.

THE MOMENT 
OF LIFT
Melinda Gates
Paperback RRP $32.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome
In this candid and inspiring 
book, Melinda Gates 
traces her awakening to 
the link between women's 
empowerment and the 

health of societies. She shows some of the 
tremendous opportunities that exist right now to 
"turbo-charge" change. And she provides 
simple and effective ways each one of us 
can make a difference.

UNDER THE 
MIDNIGHT SKY
Anna Romer
Paperback RRP $29.99
May release, advance orders 
welcome 
When an injured teenager goes 
missing at a remote bushland 
campground, local journalist 
Abby Bardot is determined to 
expose the area's dark history. 

The girl bears the resemblance to the victims of three 
brutal murders that occurred twenty years ago 
and Abby fears the killer is still on the loose.
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THE CATALPA 
RESCUE
Peter FitzSimons
Paperback RRP $34.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
The incredible true 
story of one of the 
most extraordinary and 
inspirational prison breaks 
in Australian history. 

Told with FitzSimons' trademark combination of 
arresting history and storytelling verve, The Catalpa 
Rescue is a tale of courage and cunning, 
the fight for independence and the triumph 
of good men, against all odds.

STRANGER 
COUNTRY
Monica Tan
Paperback RRP $32.99
What happens when a 
32-year-old first generation 
Australian woman decides 
to chuck in a dream job, 
pack a sleeping bag and 
tent, and hit the long, 
dusty road for six months? 

Tracks meets Wild in this account of Chinese 
Australian journalist Monica Tan's 6 month 
odyssey though outback Australia.

UNLIKE THE HEART
Nicola Redhouse
Paperback RRP $29.95
After the birth of her first 
child, Nicola Redhouse 
experiences an unrelenting 
anxiety that quickly 
overwhelms her, preventing 
her leaving the house. In 
an attempt to understand 
the source of her panic, 

she starts to thread together what she knows 
about herself and her family. In this compelling 
and insightful memoir, Nicola blends her personal 
experiences with the historical progression of 
psychoanalysis.

HOLLYWOOD 
GODFATHER
Gianni Russo
Paperback RRP $32.99
The rollicking adventures of 
a real-life mobster-turned-
actor who helped make The 
Godfather a reality. A no-
holds-barred rollercoaster 
ride of life lived on the 
edge: shocking, thoroughly 

entertaining, full of glamour, sex, violence, cheek 
- and fun.

THE LITTLE GIRL ON 
THE ICE FLOE
Adélaïde Bon
Hardback RRP $35.00
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
When Adélaïde Bon was 
nine, a strange man raped 
her in the stairwell of her 
building. Her parents took 
her to the police, the crime 

was registered, and a veil was drawn over it all. Life 
was supposed to go on. Except, of course, it didn't.
A personal account of the devastation of childhood 
rape from a powerful voice in the #MeToo 
conversation.

KINDRED
Kate Legge
Hardback RRP $44.99
He was an Austrian 
immigrant; she came from 
Tasmania. He grew up 
beside the Carinthian Alps; 
she climbed mountains 
when few women dared. 
Their honeymoon glimpse 
of Cradle Mountain lit an 

urge that filled their waking hours. Others might 
have kept this splendour to themselves, but Gustav 
Weindorfer and Kate Cowle sensed the significance 
of a place they sought to share with the world.

GOING BACK
Munjed Al Muderis 
& Patrick Weaver
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
Munjed's new book is 
once more a journey, 
but this time in taking 
him across the world on 
a quest to save others 
rather than himself.  
Munjed shares the 
extraordinary journey 

that his life-changing new surgical technique 
has taken him on. Through osseointegration, he 
implants titanium rods into the human skeleton 
and attaches robotic limbs, allowing patients 
genuine, effective and permanent mobility.  
These stories are both heartbreaking and full of 
hope and are told from the unique perspective of 
a refugee returning to the place of his birth as a 
celebrated international surgeon.

AN 
UNCONVENTIONAL 
WIFE: THE LIFE 
OF JULIA SORELL 
ARNOLD
Mary Hoban
Hardback RRP $39.99
Julia Sorell was an 
original. A colonial belle 
from Tasmania, vivacious 
and warm-hearted, Julia's 

marriage to Tom Arnold in 1850 propelled her into 
one of the most renowned families in England 
and into a circle that included Lewis Carroll 
and George Eliot. An Unconventional Wife is a 
page turning biography of an Australian woman 
who refused to bend to the expectations of her 
husband and her time.

THIRTY 
THOUSAND 
BOTTLES OF 
WINE AND A PIG 
CALLED HELGA
Todd Alexander
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
'Once I was the poster 
boy for corporate 
success, but now I'm 
crashing through the 
bush in a storm in 

search of a missing pig. How the hell did we end 
up here?' 
Sharply observed, funny and poignant, this is a 
tree-change with a twist about two unprepared city 
slickers who turn their hands to the land and 
discover much more than they bargained for.

GODSPEED: 
A MEMOIR
Casey Legler
Paperback RRP $27.99
At fifteen, Casey Legler is 
already one of the fastest 
swimmers in the world. She 
is also an alcoholic, isolated 
from her family, and 
incapable of forming lasting 
connections. 

In searing, evocative, visceral prose, Casey gives 
language to loneliness in this startling story of 
survival and defiance.

WOMEN'S WORK
Megan Stack
Paperback 
RRP $32.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
After her first book 
was published to 
acclaim, journalist 
Megan K. Stack got 
pregnant and quit her 
job to write. She found 
herself traumatised 

by a difficult birth and shell-shocked by the start 
of motherhood. Living abroad provided her with 
access to affordable domestic labour. At first, 
Megan thought she had little in common with 
the women she hired, but when Pooja, an Indian 
nanny who had been absorbed into the family, 
disappeared one night with no explanation, Megan 
set off on a journey to find out where these women 
really come from and understand the global and 
personal implications. 



LOVELY PICTURE BOOKS

Age guides are approximate. Ask for more personalised advice in-store.GIFTS, REVIEWS & SPECIALS8

LAZY DAISY
Carolyn Goodwin
Hardback RRP $19.99
Jasper's dream comes 
true when he finds his very 
own 'puppy dog' to walk 
in Centenary Park. But 
Daisy the 'dog' isn't much 
of a walker — she loves 
climbing gumtrees and 

dozing. If only someone would explain to Jasper 
that Daisy is a koala, NOT a dog! Age: 3+

New from the author/illustrator team of the 
bestselling book In My Heart and The Growing 
Hearts series comes My Tree and Me. 
This beautiful book celebrates the seasons and 
nature through the eyes of a little girl and her very 
special friend, the tall ancient tree in her backyard. 
Through her time with her tree, she learns to 
appreciate the natural world as something to be 
savoured and protected and acknowledges her 
place within it. Age: 2+

MY TREE 
AND ME
Jo Witek & 
Christine 
Roussey (Illus)
Hardback 
RRP $21.99

MY REAL FRIEND
David Hunt & Lucia 
Masciullo (Illus)
Hardback RRP $24.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Rupert isn't real, but he 
has a real friend, William. 
They both love sport, 

painting and music and have amazing adventures 
together in William's imagination. But why can't 
they have the adventures that Rupert wants? 
And what will happen if William no longer wants 
an imaginary friend? Age: 4+

CIRCLE
Mac Barnett & 
Jon Klassen
Hardback RRP $24.99
During a game of hide-
and-seek, Circle tells 
her friends Triangle and 
Square the one rule: 
don't go behind the 

waterfall. But when she closes her eyes to count, 
that's exactly where Triangle goes. Will Circle ever 
find Triangle? And what OTHER shapes might be 
lurking in the dark? Age: 3+ 

RODNEY
Kelly Canby
Hardback RRP $24.99
Rodney is a small turtle 
with a BIG dream. All 
he wants is to be larger. 
Then one day, Rodney's 
dream comes true – or 
does it? It's all a matter of 
perspective! Age: 3+

LET ME SLEEP, 
SHEEP!
Meg McKinlay
Hardback RRP $24.99
When Amos starts 
counting sheep, there’s 
one thing he doesn’t quite 
count on…How’s he 
supposed to sleep when 

the sheep land – THUD! THUD! – in his bedroom? 
This zany tale of bedtime shenanigans is the new 
picture book from the award-winning duo behind No 
Bears and Once Upon A Small Rhinoceros. Age: 3+

BUMBLEBUNNIES: 
THE SOCK
Graeme Base
Hardback RRP $16.99
It's washing day, and 
Wuffle the puppy, Lou 
the kitten and Billington 
the duck watch the 
clothes blow about in 

the wind. But when disaster strikes once more, who 
will save the day? 
From the award-winning, bestselling creator of 
Animalia comes a new series to delight young 
readers. Age: 3+

LITTLE BIRD’S DAY
Sally Morgan, 
illustrated by 
Johnny Warrkatja 
Malibirr
Hardback RRP $24.99
A simple, universal story 
of a day in the life of 
Little Bird as she sings 

the world alive, flies with Cloud, travels with Wind, 
nestles with Moon and dreams of flying among the 
stars. Sally Morgan’s beautiful words and Johnny 
Warrkatja Malibirr’s sensitive artwork combine to 
make this beautiful, distinctive picture book. Age: 3+

THE ULTIMATE 
ANIMAL COUNTING 
BOOK
Jennifer Cossins
Hardback RRP $29.99
Join CBCA Award-winner 
Jennifer Cossins on an 
expedition through the 
animal kingdom, counting 
one to 100 and collecting 

fascinating animal facts along the way.  
Beautifully illustrated with full-colour pictures of 
animals great and small, from all over the world 
- from the familiar wombat and sea turtle to the 
unusual gerenuk and caracal - The Ultimate Animal 
Counting Book is an utter delight. Age: 3+

BAZ & BENZ
Heidi McKinnon
Hardback  
RRP $24.99
Benz, are we 
friends?' 
'Yes, Baz, we are 
best friends' 
'For how long?' 
'For ever and ever.' 
But what do you do 

when your best friend is... kind of annoying? 
A delightfully funny and warm-hearted story about 
a little owl exploring the boundaries of love and 
friendship from the creator of I Just Ate My Friend. 
Age: 3+ 

Enter now for you chance to WIN a copy of Baz 
& Benz. For details go to the competition page 
at www.indies.com.au.

MY FUNNY BUNNY
Christine Roussey
Hardback RRP $24.99
My Funny Bunny is a sweet 
story that teaches children 
a valuable lesson about why 
it’s important to give pets 
(and people!) a chance... 
even if they seem quite 
imperfect at first. Age: 3+

Also available from the illustrator 
of My Tree and Me
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THE BOOK THAT 
NEVER ENDS
Beck & Matt Stanton
Hardback RRP $19.99
For the Grown-Ups: 
They say all good things 
come to an end ... but don't 
hold your breath! 
You and the kids are about 
to zigzag your way through 

this book. Your choices will take you who-knows-
where. There's a legend that some people once 
found the end, but we're not convinced. Age: 4+ 

STAND UP FOR THE 
FUTURE
Various
Hardback RRP $29.99
Let's stand up and 
acknowledge the young 
Aussies who are using 
their actions and voices to 
change our world through 
activism, innovation, 

giving back and leading by example. Brought to 
life by colourful illustrations, this book showcases 
emerging Aussie talent and encourages readers to 
create positive social change. Age: 9+

MALAMANDER
Thomas Taylor
Paperback RRP $17.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Herbert Lemon knows that 
returning lost things is not 
easy - especially when the 
lost thing is a girl. No one 
knows how Violet Parma's 
parents vanished, but she 

and Herbie soon begin to realise that it might have 
something to do with the legendary sea monster, 
the Malamander… Age: 9+

TO NIGHT OWL, 
FROM DOGFISH
Holly Goldberg Sloan 
& Meg Wolitzer
Paperback RRP $16.99
Told almost entirely 
through emails, this is the 
exuberant, funny story of 
two girls who try to get their 
gay fathers back together. 
It's a novel about the true 

meaning of family, written by two exceptional and 
beloved authors. Age: 8+

NINJA SWITCH!: 
NINJA KID, BOOK 3
Anh Do
Paperback RRP $14.99
Age: 7+

HOPPING WEIRD!: 
WEIRDO, BOOK 12
Anh Do
Paperback RRP $15.99
Age: 7+

FRANKIE FISH 
AND THE SISTER 
SHEMOZZLE
Peter Helliar
Paperback RRP $14.99
Age: 8+

THE BAD GUYS 
EPISODE 9
Aaron Blabey
Paperback RRP $14.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Age: 7+

REAL PIGEONS NEST 
HARD
Andrew McDonald
Paperback RRP $14.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Age: 6+

WILD THINGS
Lonely Planet
Hardback RRP $26.99
This fantastical guidebook 
will help you track dragons, 
create fairy fashions, brew 
magic potions, build snow 
unicorns, discover trolls 
and go on night hunts 
to capture moon magic. 

Search forests, meadows, fields, ponds, rivers and 
the seaside, as well as everyday places like school 
playgrounds, local parks or among the pots on the 
patio. Age: 8+

STARFELL: 
WILLOW MOSS AND 
THE LOST DAY
Dominique Valente
Paperback RRP $16.99
May release, advance orders 
welcome 
Willow Moss, the youngest 
and least powerful sister in 
a family of witches, has a 
magical ability for finding lost 

things – like keys, or socks, or wooden teeth. Her 
magic might be useful, but it's not exactly exciting. . . 
Until the most powerful witch in the whole of Starfell 
turns up at her door needing Willow's help.  
A whole day – last Tuesday to be precise – has gone 
missing. Can Willow find the day to save the day? 
Age: 8+

BOOT - SMALL 
ROBOT, BIG 
ADVENTURE
Shane Hegarty
Paperback RRP $14.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
When toy robot, Boot, 
wakes up at a scrapyard, 
it has no idea how it got 
there and why it isn't with 

its owner, Beth. It only has two and a half glitchy 
memories, but it knows it was loved, which means 
something important to humans …
For fans of WALL-E and Toy Story, comes a heart-
warming, humorous adventure about a young robot 
trying to find its way home. 

LOVE YOUR BODY
Jessica Sanders
Hardback RRP $24.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Love Your Body 
encourages young girls to 
admire and celebrate their 
bodies for all the amazing 
things they can do, and 

to help girls see that they are so much more than 
their bodies. Freedom is loving your body with 
all its “imperfections” and being the perfectly 
imperfect you! Age: 6+

COWBOY AND 
BIRDBRAIN
Adam Wallace & 
James Hart
Paperback RRP $12.99
Cowboy and Birdbrain 
are best friends who 
work for I.F.F.Y. delivery 
company, a company that 
do the riskiest, zaniest, 

most bizarre deliveries ever. They're known for 
their F.A.R.T.S. (Fast and Reliable Tracking 
Service). Cowboy is the brains of the operation, 
and Birdbrain—well, he is a brain but he's just not 
brain-y if you get the drift... Age: 7+
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THE RED SCROLLS 
OF MAGIC
Cassandra Clare
Paperback RRP $27.99
From #1 New York Times 
bestseller Cassandra Clare 
and award-winner Wesley 
Chu comes the first book 
in a new series that follows 
High Warlock Magnus 
Bane and Alec Lightwood 

as they tour the world after the Mortal War. The 
Red Scrolls of Magic is a Shadowhunters novel.

AURORA RISING
Amie Kaufman & 
Jay Kristoff
Paperback RRP $19.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
A new science fiction 
epic. The year is 2380, 
and the graduating cadets 
of Aurora Academy are 
being assigned their first 

missions. Star pupil Tyler Jones is ready to recruit 
the squad of his dreams, but his own boneheaded 
heroism sees him stuck with the dregs nobody 
else in the Academy would touch. Age: 12+

HOW TO MAKE 
FRIENDS WITH THE 
DARK
Kathleen Glasgow
Paperback RRP $19.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
From the author of the New 
York Times bestselling 
novel Girl in Pieces comes 
a new heartbreaking story 

about love and loss and learning how to continue 
when it feels like you're surrounded by darkness.

FOUR DEAD QUEENS
Astrid Scholte
Paperback RRP $19.99
Four Queens. A divided 
nation. A ruthless 
pickpocket. A noble 
messenger. And the 
murders that unite them. 
An enthralling fast-paced 
murder mystery where 
competing agendas collide 

with deadly consequences, Four Dead Queens 
heralds the arrival of an exciting new YA talent. 
Age: 13+

HOW IT FEELS 
TO FLOAT
Helena Fox
Paperback RRP $17.99
A stunning, profound, 
deeply hopeful story about 
love, loss and living with 
mental illness, from an 
exceptional new voice in YA. 
'Every now and then 
you pick up a novel and 
you know you've found 

something wonderful - a glorious voice, a character 
you adore. Helena Fox's novel delivers. It is exquisite. 
Read it.' Cath Crowley
Purchase a copy of How It Feels To Float for 
your chance to WIN a YA book pack containing 
five great titles. For more details go to the 
Competition page at www.indies.com.au.

THE MISSING OF 
CLAIRDELUNE: 
THE MIRROR VISITOR, 
BOOK 2
Christelle Dabos
Paperback RRP $22.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
The compelling second 
volume of the bestselling 
French fantasy series. 

Ophelia suddenly finds herself thrust into the spotlight: 
promoted to vice-storyteller by Farouk. As one after 
another influential courtier disappears, Ophelia again 
finds herself implicated in an investigation that will 
lead her to see beyond Pole's many illusions to the 
heart of a formidable truth. Age: 11+

ON THE COME UP
Angie Thomas
Paperback RRP $17.99
“Honest and unflinching… 
literary lightning does 
indeed strike twice.” – 
Kirkus.
The award-winning author 
of The Hate U Give returns 
with a powerful story about 
hip hop, freedom of speech 

and fighting for your dreams, even as the odds are 
stacked against you. Age: 14+ 

LESS STUFF
Lindsay Miles
Paperback RRP $24.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Less Stuff is a guide for 
people who find it difficult 
to declutter and who don’t 
want to see things go to 
waste. Step by step, you’ll 

explore finding your ‘enough’, learn how to let go 
of your old possessions without sending them to 
landfill, and eventually break the cycle of stuff. The 
end result is a planet with less strain, a home with 
more peace and a life with more meaning.

A TREE IN THE 
HOUSE
Annabelle Hickson
Hardback RRP $50.00
A Tree in the House 
is part guide for the 
aspiring home florist, 
and part celebration 
of rural life in sync 
with nature. Annabelle 
Hickson provides 

stunning ideas and instructions for flower 
installations and arrangements, covering beautiful, 
seasonal bouquets, flowers for friends, table and 
overhead arrangements and flower arrangements 
for special occasions. 

TORTELLINI AT 
MIDNIGHT
Emiko Davies
Hardback RRP $52.00
Tortellini at Midnight is a 
book rich with nostalgia, 
with fresh, comforting 
food and stunning 
photography. It is a book 
that is good for the soul. 

In this collection, Emiko Davies has gathered some 
of her favourite family recipes, tracing generations 
that span the length of Italy. 

BAZAAR
Sabrina Ghayour
Hardback RRP $39.99
Bazaar is a colourful, 
flavourful and satisfying 
celebration of vegetable 
dishes, designed to suit 
every occasion and every 
palate. The magic of this 
cookbook is that you 
won't feel like anything is 

missing, with dishes full of easy-to-achieve flavours 
and depth that would win over even the most die-
hard carnivore.

‘When we started working on Aurora Rising, 

some things were non-negotiable. The series 

would be about a squad. It would be set in 

space. There would be sass for days. Now, two 

years later, you are about to read the result.

In a universe brimming with alien species and 

buzzing with danger, we’d like to introduce you 

to Squad 312. You’ll meet a squad leader who 

was destined for great things, and the losers, 

misfits and discipline cases that he’s stuck with. 

You’ll meet the oldest teenager in the world, 

a girl who set out for the first colony humans 

ever established and you’ll meet the many and 

varied criminals, shady figures and military 

types who want to kill them all.

We’re so excited to get Aurora Rising out to 

readers. We love this book and this heroic squad 

with all our hearts, and we hope you will too.’

Amie and Jay
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THERE'S A VEGAN 
IN THE HOUSE
DK Australia
Hardback RRP $34.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Embrace veganism in 
your home and keep the 
whole household happy 
and well-fed – without 

making a different meal for everyone. 
This vegan cookbook is packed with over 100 
varied, delicious recipes that will appeal to adults 
and children alike and is the essential cookbook for 
any family or household venturing into veganism. 

WARNDU MAI 
(GOOD FOOD)
Rebecca Sullivan & 
Damien Coulthard
Hardback RRP $45.00
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
This gorgeous 
illustrated, informative 

and contemporary cookbook and compendium 
of native foods will show you how to create truly 
Australian food and drinks at home. With a few 
small adjustments and a little experimentation you 
can prepare delicious food that is better for the 
Australian environment, is more sustainable and 
celebrates amazing ingredients that are truly local.

LOST IN FLORENCE
Nardia Plumridge
Paperback RRP $29.99
Go beyond the facade of 
the palazzi and take a turn 
down the cobblestone 
streets of Florence to 
discover the chic, boutique 
and unique sides of Italy's 
Renaissance capital. 
Lost in Florence is a 

comprehensive guide to the best places to eat, 
drink, shop and explore in this magical city.

SMALL GARDEN 
DESIGN
Paul Bangay
Hardback RRP $59.99
Paul Bangay is renowned 
for the expansive and 
elegant gardens that he 
has created in Australia 
and all over the world. 
In this accessible and 

practical book, Paul shows us ‘how to make the 
most of the small space you have, and how to 
transform it into the paradise that we all aspire to’.

THE SEA 
JOURNAL
Huw 
Lewis-Jones
Hardback  
RRP $59.99

May release, advance orders welcome 
In this remarkable gathering of private journals, log 
books, letters and diaries, we follow the voyages of 
intrepid sailors, from around the world and across 
the ages. The intriguing and enchanting sketches 
and drawings in this book brilliantly capture the 
spirit of the oceans and the magic of the sea.

GRAY MALIN: 
ITALY
Gray Malin
Hardback  
RRP $60.00
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Following the 

successes of both Beaches and Escape, Gray 
Malin turns his camera to the coasts, beaches, 
and landscapes of Italy. From the sparkling blue 
waters of the Amalfi Coast to the dramatic coastal 
scenery of Cinque Terre, Gray Malin: Italy captures 
many of the country's most famous and beloved 
destinations.

THE GARDEN CHEF
Phaidon Editors
Hardback RRP $59.95
Here, for the first time, 
The Garden Chef 
presents fascinating 
stories and signature 
recipes from the kitchen 
gardens of more than 35 
of the world's best chefs, 
both established and 

emerging talents, with a wealth of beautiful images 
to provide visual inspiration.

THE EXTRAORDINARY 
LIVES OF INSECTS
Anne 
Sverdrup-Thygeson
Paperback RRP $32.99
May release, advance 
orders welcome 
Out of sight, underfoot, 
unseen beyond fleeting 
scuttles or darting flights, 
insects occupy a hidden 

world, yet are essential to sustaining our entire 
ecosystem. A journey into the weird, wonderful 
and truly astonishing lives of the small but mighty 
creatures who keep the world turning.

TEL AVIV
Neni
Hardback RRP $49.99
Tel Aviv captures the 
special spirit of the 
city's many cuisines and 
inhabitants. It is a vibrant 
melting pot of cultures, 
religions and delicious 
culinary traditions. Haya 

revisits the recipes of her home town, re-creating 
the flavours of her childhood: knafeh, green 
shakshuka, sarma, Israeli paella, pickled lemons 
and much more.

YOUR BACKYARD 
BIRDS
Grainne Cleary
Paperback RRP $29.99
The remarkable 
relationships between 
our often cheeky birds 
and humans in Australian 
backyards all over the 
country are revealed 
with humour and charm. 
An ideal gift for any bird 

lover, Your Backyard Birds is an inspiring and 
heartwarming book by a wildlife ecologist who is 
passionate about the role of citizen scientists.

DEL KATHRYN BARTON
Del Kathryn Barton
POLIXENI PAPAPETROU
Polixeni Papapetrou
Hardbacks RRP $29.99 each
May release, advance orders 
welcome 
Two beautiful gift books 
celebrating the work of two 
great artists. Two-time Archibald 
prize winner Del Kathryn Barton 
is well-known for her painting, 
sculpture, drawing and mixed 
media. As a photo-media 

artist Polixeni Papapetrou's images explore the 
relationship between history, contemporary culture 
and identity.

AROUND THE 
WORLD IN 80 
FOOD TRUCKS
Lonely Planet
Hardback  
RRP $29.99
Lonely Planet's taken 
to the streets to find 

80 fast, fresh and mouth-watering recipes from the 
most exciting chefs on four wheels. From London 
and Melbourne to San Francisco and Cape Town, 
the recipes are fast, fresh and delicious takes on 
classic cuisines. From sea bass ceviche to Lebanese 
msakhan, readers will discover how to cook some of 
the world's most crowd-pleasing dishes.
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Australian independent booksellers have announced Boy Swallows Universe by Trent Dalton as the 
Indie Book Awards 2019 Book of the Year. The Indie Book Awards are chosen by the country’s 
independent booksellers who select their favourite Australian books published in the previous 
calendar year.

The individual category winners, in Fiction, Non-Fiction, Debut Fiction, Illustrated Non-Fiction, 
Children’s and Young Adult, were also announced. From these six category winners the independent 
booksellers selected the best of the best – the Indie Books Awards 2019 Book of the Year.

Judges’ Comments: ‘Dalton’s characters and writing style are what make this book the standout for me. 
The language and phrasing used truly evoke a sense of place and time, and the numerous anecdotes 
and smaller details connect you to a cast of unique characters that are diffi cult to forget. The book 
balanced wit and emotion excellently, and his cast of characters were three-dimensional. This book was 
so incredibly enjoyable and unique, and I am very excited to read Dalton’s work in the future.’

‘A thoroughly original novel, both funny and sad, Boy Swallows Universe explores good & bad, suburban 
life, dysfunctional families and the criminal underworld through the eyes of a boy. Is Eli a good person? 
We see him grow up; coming to terms with himself, family and those around him in a completely 
unexpected but heart-warming story. Trent Dalton has written a novel for our times…… for all time.’

Bridge of Clay
by Markus Zusak

Judges’ Comments: 
‘It is a wonderful, big-hearted 
book, full of Australian themes 
and memorable characters. It is 
both poignant and hopeful and the 
Dunbar boys and their household 
are vividly created and not easily 
forgotten.’

The Arsonist
by Chloe Hooper

Judges’ Comments: 
‘The Arsonist is thoughtful, 
compassionate and well considered, 
and provides a well-rounded enquiry 
into the police investigation and 
criminal prosecution behind this 
particular act of arson.’

Marcia Langton:
Welcome to Country
by Marcia Langton

Judges’ Comments: 
‘Welcome to Country is a necessary 
and long awaited travel guide to 
Indigenous Australia & the Torres 
Strait Islands. It is educational, 
informative, inspirational and 
ultimately welcoming.’

Lenny's Book of Everything
by Karen Foxlee 

Judges’ Comments: 
‘Lenny’s Book of Everything is a 
moving tale of love, acceptance 
and families built around the gift 
of knowledge. This is a book for 
readers of all ages, full of real 
people and love.’

A Song Only I Can Hear
by Barry Jonsberg 

Judges’ Comments: 
‘Beautifully told with warm and 
genuine characters, this is a 
humorous and life affi rming story 
about navigating adolescence, to 
reach self-awareness and self-
acceptance.’

2019 WINNERS
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